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Tribune Staff Writer 


The mother of Paul Meadlo, a 
22-year-old Vietnam veteran 
from Terre Haute, said Tuesday 
her son has not been able to live 
with himself since, as a U. S. 
soldier, he participated in the 
alleged massacre of 370 Viet- 
namese men, women and chil- 
dren in the hamlet of Song My in 
March of 1968. 

Mrs, Myrtle Meadlo, New 
Goshen, said her son agreed to 
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be interviewed on television in 
New York “because he has tried 
to get it out of his system since 
he has been back from Viet- 
nam.” 

Paul Meadlo told newsmen 
Monday night that he was per- 
sonally responsible for at least 
10 to 15 of the killings, explain- 
ing he did it on orders from Ist 
Lt. William Calley. 

A court martial has been or- 
dered for Calley on charges of 
premeditated murder. Meadlo 
has not been charged in the in- 
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cident but Army officials say he 
and 25 other soldiers and former 
soldiers are being investigated. 
1966 Graduate 

Meadlo, a 1966 graduate of 
West Vigo High School, has 
lived at RR 4, West Terre 
Haute, with his wife, Mary, and 
their two young children since 
his discharge from service 
about a year ago. 

Paul and Mary were sched- 
uled to return from New York 
late Tuesday. She accompanied 


him to New York for his inter- 
view. 

Mrs. Mae Fuller, 
Mary, took care of their chil- 
dren, Paul David, 2%, and 
Teresa Lyn, 1/2, while they were 
in New York. Mrs, Fuller lives 
close to the Meadlos. 

Meadio has worked at Hercu- 
les. Inc., in Terre Haute in re- 
cent months. 

An aunt, Mrs, George Meadlo, 
New Goshen, said the family 
knew Paul had been under a lot 
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from Vietnam. Her husband is a 
brother of Paul’s father, Tony 
Meadlo. 


“We knew Paul had been 
under a lot of pressure,” his 
aunt said. “We always tried to 
taik about daily things with 
him, never referring to the war. 
My husband was in World War 
II and he knew how it was for 
soldiers returning home after 
being in rugged war action.” 

“He was rated about 100 per 
cent as an average kind of boy,” 


Mrs, Violet Cline, dean of girls, 


at West Vigo, told THE TRIB- 
UNE. “Paul was very pleasant 


and well behaved. We thought a 
great deal of him. He was rated 
high in responsibility and integ- 
rity and average in leadership,” 
she said. “He was just a real 
nice boy.” 
Wounded in Viet 

While in Vietnam, Paul lost 
part of a foot when he stepped 
on a land mine sometime after 
he allegedly participated in the 
Song My incident. 


He was a member of Com- 
pany C, ist Battalion, 20th In- 
fantry Regiment, lith Light In- 
fantry Brigade, which was 
ordered into Song My to search 
for Viet Cong. 

Paul’s mother, in commenting 
on her son’s decision to speak 
out, said he has complained that 
he can’t live with himself since 
returning from Vietnam. 

“He was nervous and upset 
after Vietnam, and has been 


of pressure since coming home 


ever since,” she said. She said! pe a w eg cok 
mander, Cap rnes edina 
T3 PLAN M Bes “was right there. Why didn’t he 

Mey . «, 39 | put a stop to it? He knew what 
have only been made to do it. was going on... he was right 

In Monday night’s interview) there ... he could of put a stop 
with newsmen in New York.|! to it anytime he wanted to.” 
Paul was asked why he hadi Medina was Calley’s immedi- 
killed the Vietnamese. | ate superior. 

“Why did I do it? Because I|| Calley’s attorney. George W. 
felt like I was ordered to do it.}) Latimer, said in Salt Lake City: 
And it seemed like I realized—|| “I’m not sure why he (Mead- ; 
at the time I felt like I was||lo) is talking. And I don’t know! 
doing the right thing,’ Meadlojf anything about his credibility or 
Said, the circumstances of the inter- 

“Because like I said,” he con-|| view. I think it’s not good ethics 
tinued, “I lost buddies, I lost aj! for a witness to be telling things 
damn good buddy, Bobby Wil-|| in the press before a trial.” _ 
son, and it was on my con- Meadlo said in the interview 
science. So after I done it I felt|| that the day after the Song My in- 
good, but later on that day, it} cident he stepped on a land 
was gettin’ to me.” | mine and subsequenily tpt a 

Estimated Dead foot. He is now out of the Army. 


l Following are excerpts from| 
Meadlo said in the interview: the interview: 


ti t he estimated “just by look- 
* that 370 men, women. chil-) pound up? 
ain and babies were killed that |" Rad. Well, there 


day. | about 40-45 people that we gath-| 


| 


|ered in the, uh, in like I say, in‘ 


the center of the village .. 
Q. What kind of people—men, 


‘women. children? 


A. Men. women, children. 
Q. Babies? 
A. Babies. And we ail hauled, 


them up, we made them squat) 


down, and uh, Lt. Calley came 


matic, so you can’t—you just 
spray the area ... you really 
„can't know how many you killed 
. So I might have killed 10 or 

15 ‘of them .. | 

Q. You’re married? 

A. Right. 

Q. Children? 

A, Two.... 

Q. How do you shoot babies? 

A. I don’t know. It’s just one 


over and said, ‘You know what of them things... 


to do with them, don’t you.’ and 
I said, ‘Yes.’ So I took it for 
granted that he just wanted us. 


Q. Did you know Lieutenant 
Calley? 


A. Yes, he was my platoon 


to watch them. And he left, andj leader. 


came back about 10 or 15 min- 


utes, and said, ‘How come you| stopped it . 


could he have! 
. or he was under 


Q. And 


ain’t killed them yet.’ And I told| orders from ‘Medina? 


him that I didn’t think you want- 
ed us to kill them, that you just 


A. I wouldn't know . 
Q. And what is your feeling 


wanted us to guard them. Hej now in retrospect as you look 
said, ‘No, I want them dead.”) back on all of that? 


So... he stepped back ’bout 10, 


A. Well, it’s been on my con- 


15 feet, and he started shooting| science and it’s going to stay on 
‘em. And he told me fo start; my conscience for the rest of 
shooting. So I started shooting,| my life, but like I said God pun- 


| I poured about four clips into, to ished me the very next morn- 
in 


= How many people did you | the group. 
Q. And you killed how many 
was!| at that time? 


Q. By. 
A. By me stepping on a land! 


A. Well, I fired them on auto-| mine. So I feel like I’ve been 


punished. 
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| A West Vigo High School, 
graduate, who appeared on The 
‘CBS Evening News Monday, 
i said he participated in the kill- 
ling of about 370 Vietnamese 
men, women and children at 
{Song My. 

Paul Meadlo, 22, formerly of 
New Goshen and reported now 


said in an interview he was a 
member of Company C, 1st Bat- 
talion, 20th Infantry Regiment, 
llth Light Infantry Brigade, 
which was ordered to Song My 
to search for Viet Cong. 


Members of Meadlo’s immedi- 
ate family were not available 
for comment, but a relative told 
The Terre Haute Star that 
Meadlo flew to New York Sun- 
day. The relative said Meadlo 
lost part of his foot when he 
stepped on a land mine some-| 
time after he is alleged to have) 
participated in the killing; 

tot + 

In a briefing, Meadlo said, 
Capt. Ernest Medina had 
warned the 40 to 45 men on the 
mission “to expect to fight.” 

When they arrived at the 
village, the company first 
rounded up 40 to 45 villagers, 
Meadlo said. The crowd, he 
said in answer to a question, ` 
included babies. | 

“And we all huddled them 
up,” Meadlo said. “We made 
them ‘squat down and Lt. 
|(William) Caley came over 
‘and said, you know what to do 
with them, don’t you? And I 
said yes: So I took it for 
granted that he just wanted us 
o watch tan Enni he leit and 
r or 5 
ow 


residing at West Terre Haute, d 


ten. 15 feet and he r | 
shooting them. And he told me| 
ita start shooting. So I started, 
shocting.’’ | 

Meadlo said he fired about 67! 
shots into the group and then: 
started to round up more 
people, adding them to others 
gathered up by other members 
of the company. 

+ + + 


“And somebody holed up in 


ithe ravine and told us to bring 


them over to the ravine,” 
Meadlo said. “... and Lt. 
Calley told me, he said, 
‘Meadlo, we got another job to 
o.’ And so he started walking 
over to the people and he 
started pushing them off (into 
the ravine) and started shcot- 
ing. 

“And so we started shooting 
them and somebody told us to 
switch off to single shot so that} 
we could save our ammo: 
(ammunition). So we switched 
off to single shot and shot a few 
more rounds. And after that I 
just—we just—the company! 
started gathering up (rounding; 
up Vietnamese) again.” 

In response to questioning, 
Meadlo said, the villigers 
begged not to be shot. “They 
were begging and saying, no, 
no, And the mothers was 
hugging their children . . . but 


they kept right on firing,” |: 


Meadlo said. 

Asked how many were killed 
that day, Meadlo replied, ‘“‘I’d 
say about 370.” 

++ + 

Asked how many he killed, 
Meadlo estimated 15 to 20 in 
the center of the village but 
during the rest of the day, he 
said, “I couldn't Say ... just 
too many.” 

Medina has not been charged 
in the incident but Army 
officials say he and 25 other 
soldiers and former soldiers are: 
being investigated. A court! 
martial thas been ordered [orj 
Calley on charges of premedi- 


t tated ‘murder. 


Army Directive 
AR = IA-4-194 
Silences Meadlo : 


By JOE BOLAND had already made tentative 
Star Staff Writer plans to travel to Ft. Benning 
A West Terre Haute Army "ext Monday. 
‘veteran who told a national tele- Tik 
lvision audience he participated Meadlo has been in the na- 
‘in the alleged massacre at Song tional limelight since he was in-i 
My received orders Wednesday tervicwed by CBS newsman! 
from Ft. Benning. Ga., ap- Mike Wallace Nov. 24 and re-: 
parentiy prohibiting him from vealed details of the allegedi 
discussing the case with his own Massacre. | 
lawyer. Kesler said he feels Mcadlo 
Attorney John A. Kesler said’ was “used” by Wallace and} 
his client, Paul David Meadlo, added. “If Meadlo had asked! 
22, RR 4, West Terre Haute, re- Me in advance, I woud have 
ceived an order from Col. Reid;itold him not to give it (the in- 
W. Kennedy telling Meadlo not|terview).” 
to discuss the case with anyone! “He was told he woud be 
except the judge, the prosecutor, . treated fairly,” Kesler said.{ 
and the two defense attorneysi‘‘and then he was asked ques- 
involved in the court martial of|tions like, “How do you kill a 
Lt. William Calley Jr. Colonel|baby?'’ A 40-minute interview 
Kennedy will preside at the|was taped, then it was cut down 
court martial. to the werst parts without any 
+ of Meadlo’s explanation of ex-i 
Lieutenant Calley, who wasjtenuating circumstances.” 
,Meadlo’s platoon leader at the! Kesler said he does not believe 
‘time of the reported incident. Mcadlo can be prosecuted since 
has been charged with thejhe is now a civilian. Meadlo lost 
murder of 109 Vietnamese civili-| his left foot when he stepped on 
ans and is accused of murdering! a land mine the day following 
an unidentified man about 45ithe aileged Song My incidenti 
days before the alleged Song My and subsequently received a 
affair. | medical discharge from the 
Kesler said. “The implication Army, | 


is that Meadlo can’t talk to his ae 

own iawyer and I want to get 

that straightened out. None of 

these pcople represents Meadlo 

and so far he hasn't even been 

,informed that he will be a wit- wen eile 
ness.” RET ERES ~ TE 
! ©] believe. if this is what the si OT CIRCULA or 
order actually means, that it is pO N =. 

an unconstitutional violation of 

his rights,” Kesler said. 


The attcrney said he has writ- z File 
ten to both the judge and the airs fi 

prosecutor for clarification of 
the order. “If I don’t hear from 
them by Friday,” he said, “I'll 
telephone Ft. Benning and try to | 
make arrangements to talk to 
them there on Monday.” Kesler 
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Meadlo In Dark 
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Call To Trial | 


By JOE BOLAND | 
Star Staff Writer | 


The attorney for Paul David, 
i Meadlo said Tuesday afternoon 
after his return from Ft. Ben 
ning, -Ga., he still does ot 
know if his client will be called 
to testify in the court-martial 
of Lt. William Calley Jr. 

John A. Kesler, who has been 
retained by Meadlo to represent 
him in any action resulting 
from his nationwide television | 
appearance Nov. 24, said he 
“got the impression the prosecu- 
tor would hope,we would come 
down and testify against Cal- 
ley and the defense attorney is 
hopeful Meadlo won't be aj 
witness, although neither made 
specific statements.” 

Meadlo supplied details of th 
alleged Song My massacre in an 
interview with CBS Newsman} 
Mike Wallace. Meadlo said he 
personally killed 15 to 20 Viet- 
namiese civilians under orders 
from his commanding officer. 


+ 
Lieutenant Calley, who was. 
Meadlo’s platoon leader at the! 
time of the alleged incident, | 
has been charged in the murder \ 
‘of 109 Vietnamese and accused! | 
of killing an unidentified man 
about 45 days prior to the Song 
My affair. 


| Kesler said Meadlo es not || 


‘decided if he will appear) (tS tS 


voluntarily as a witness. The 
lawyer said his client could not 
be forced to make the state- 
ments that were made in the 
CBS interview. “He could stand 
on his rights of self-incrimina- 
tion.” Kesler stated. 

Kesler also speculated the 
military cowd not charge or 
prosecute Meadlo because of 
his current civilian status and 
because of the fact Meadlo 
acted under orders, 

“I don’t see how they can 
‘prosecute them for doing what 
{their officers required them to 
| do,” Kesler said. 
| + + + 

Meadlo, who lost a foot in 
a land mine explosion the day 
after the alleged Song My inci- 
dent. Teceived a medical dis-| 


enemy,” Kesler said, “and a pri- 


charge from the Army over 
one year ago. 

Kesler also cited a wartime 
military provision that calls for! 
a soldier who disobeys an order 
to be shot in certain circum- 
stances. “There is such a thing| 
as cowardice in the face of the! 


vate has to make a quick de-! 
cision as to wheher an offi-i 
cer’s order is legal or not.” 
Kesler added, ‘‘Hindsight is a: 
ways 20-20.” 

Kesler flew to Ft. Benning| 
early Monday to confer with 
Army officials who will be in- 
volved in the Calley court-mar- 
tial. Although nothing specific 
has been done by officials in 
' Meadlo’s case, he is considered 
a possible witness in the court- | 
martial. 

Kesler said Tuesday he would 
be ready to go to Vietnam to as- 


| certain the full facts in the case 


in the event charges are brought 
against Meadlo. 


Lieutenant Calley’s military] . 


lawyer, Maj. Kenneth Raby, and 
Army Prosecutor Capt. Aubrey 
M. Daniels III plan a fact-find- 
ing trip to Vietnam in January, 
Kesler said, but added he plans 
‘no such trip at this time. 
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Veteran 


Tells Story 


A Vigo County veteran of the 
Vietnam War, who told a nation 
wide television audience of hi. 
participation in the alleged My 
Lai massacre, was questioned 
Monday at Washington, D.C., by 
a closed-door inquiry at the Pen- 
tagon. 

Paul D. Meadlo, 24, RR 4, 
West Terre Haute, appeared be- 
fore a panel headed by Lt. Gen. 
William Peers that is seeking 
to determine whether an initia! 
inquiry conducted by the Army 
shortly after the incident in the. 
‘Spring of 1968 amounted to little 
more than a whitewash as some 
critics have challenged. 

The Pentagon did not disclose 
the line of questioning the board 
used in separate interviews with 
Meadio and four other members 
lof the Company involved in the 
incident. Meadlo declined to 
answer several questions posed 


by the board, according to John: 
A. Kesler,,a Terre Haute attor- 
ney who represented Meadlo. 

+ 


General Peers was not present _ 


at Monday’s session. Bland 
West, assistant counsel for the; 
Army, headed the questioning 
which lasted about 35 minutes. 
Peers is presently on a fact-' 
finding mission at the scene ofi 
the alleged massacre at My Lai. 

Kesler, appeared with Meadlo} 
during the questioning of his 
client. | 

Monday night Kesler told the 
Terre Haute Star that in his 
opinion, Meadlo has done nothing 
for which he should be e] 
cuted. 

“There were some areas he 

declined to answer about and 
some he answered as best he 
could,” Kesler said. 
Kesler said that Meadlo, who 
‘has been interviewed about the 
incident, “has done nothing he 
should be prosecuted for.” 

Meadlo was taken into the 
Army by the draft, Kesler said, 
and “was told he was there to 


| See MEADLO j 
On Page 3, Column 7 | 
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Continued From Page 1 


take orders and they were there 
to give them." 
a E 

Kesler said Meadlo did 
“what any good American sol- 
dier would do.” 

“He certainly was acting un- 
der orders at My Lai and any- 
where else he went in the 
Army,” Kesler said. 

Kesler said he has no way of 
knowing whether Meadlo will be 
prosecuted, and added: “I am 
confident that whether Paul 
Meadlo is prosecuted or wheth- 
er he isn’t, there is no way he 
can be convicted.” 

“How could you run an Army 
if the privates are free to dis- 
pute the orders of their offi- 
cers?” Kesler asked. 

ty Fat 

Meadlo, now a civilian, lost 
a foot in a mine explosion the 
day after the alleged incident 
in which Meadlo said he shot 
10 to 15 Vietnamese’ civilians 
under orders from his platoon 
leader, Lt. William Calley Jr. 

Lieutenant Calley is present- 
ly awaiting a general court- 
martial at Ft, Benning, Ga., on 
a charge of murdering 109 Viet- 
namese in the incident. 

Before leaving for Washing- 
ton, Kesler said he would meet 
with board members Monday 
morning to establish ground 
rules for the questioning of 
Meadlo. Kesler said he would 
permit his client to answer 
questions pertaining to events 
leading up to and following the 
alleged massacre. He. said he 


| would advise Meadlo not to dis- 
cuss the actual incident lest he 

'\ jeopardize Lieutenant Calley’s 
chances for a fair trial. 
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As Murder Trial Witness 


By JOE BOLAND 
$ Star Staff Writer eventually. Meadlo could invoke 
A West Terre Haute Army|the Fifth Amendment at the 
lah Aaa a ‘pal aca Calley trial and refuse to testify 
rounding the alleged massacre on grounds his testimony could 
of Vietnamese civilians at My tend to incriminate him in the 
Lai in March 1968 has been sub- event att A my si prefer 
peonaed to testify at the trial of) ~ 8 8 CAGO 
his platoon leader who is charg-| Meadlo and other servicemen 
ed with the premeditated murd-|Who took part in the reported 
er of 102 Vietnamese. d mg ne Wave re- 
urned to civilian life have been 
ae Puia iie the subject of much speculation 
to appear as a witness for the He ae WEE ee E be 
prosecution at the court-martial} 2TOUS% Tiai tor any otfense 
of ist Lt. William Calley Jr.,|Committeed while in uniform 
scheduled for Aug. 24, at Ft and, if so, whether by civilian 
Benning, Ga gee or military court. 


Kesler said a bill has been 
The 1966 graduate of Westi; ; : 
Vigo High ‘School has made no introduced in the U.S. Senate 


oe .»{Which would create a jurisdig- 
decision as to whether he will tion for civilians accused of y 


consent to testify at the court- ) sÝ 
martial, according to local at- S es ME the lary 
© 


torney John A. Kesler, who has| forces, Under the bill, in P 

represented Meadlo since short-| duced by Sen. Birch Bayh 

ly afier the television appear-lInd.) and Sen. Sam J. Et i 

ance in November, 1969. (D-N.C.), such persons would J» 
+ + + tried in the U.S. District Court 

_Meadlo and others involved| here they prsently reside. 

in the alleged incident are pres-| If such a bill were passed into} 

ently under investigation and|law, Kesler said he would con- 

have been told to expectisider it an ex’ post facto law 
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charges to be filed against them in Meadlo’s case, since no law 


existed when the offense was 


committed. It would certainly’ 


fill for future cases of this type,, 


Kesler said, but would not apply! 


in Meadlo’s case. 
Probably the only condition 


under which Meadlo would con- 
sent to testify, Kesler indicated, 
would be if his client were of- 
fered immunity so that his testi- 
mony could not be used against 
him in any further action. The 
attorney said Meadlo has not 
been offered immunity, but has 
been asked what his position 
would be if he were. 
+ + 

Attorneys for the prosecution 
fn the Calley court-martial have 
called Meadlo one of the top 
three witnesse they intend to 
call to testify. 
eys in their attempts to have the 
charges against the 26-year-old 
officer dismissed. They claimed 
the interview created much pub- 


CBS news program is also the 
principal argument being used 
by Lieutenant Calley’s attorn- 

Concerning the petition filed 
by Lieutenant Calley’s attor-: 
neys, Attorney Kesler said he’ 
felt the petition would be; 
denied and the trial would pro-, 
ceed as scheduled. He also in-i 
dicated he was of the opinion) 
military. personnel should bej 
tried in a military court and not 
by a civilian jury. E, 

++ + 

Courts-martial have been or- 
dered for five junior officers: 
and enlisted men of the 12 who. 
have been charged so far in the: 
alleged incident. Lieutenant Cal- 
ley became the fourth soldier to 
challenge the Army’s court- 
martial as unconstitutional. 

Meadlo, who lost a foot in a 
land mine explosion the day 
after the alleged My Lai affair, 
feels he could not testify for the 
prosecution and help convict 
Lieutenant Calley or any. other 
soldier for carrying out orders, 
according to Kesler. 

Earlier, Mcadlo had been 
supboenaed to testify at the 
trial of Staff Sgt. David Mitchel) 
that had been scheduled to be- 
gin March 2 at Ft. Hood, Tex 


lic sentiment on the issue and|A continuance was granted las 


argue that it would be impos- 
sible for Lieutenant Calley to 
receive a fair trial. 

The fatest attempt to avoid 
prosecution of the charges came 


January shortly after Meadlc 
was notified to appear. Kesler 
said the trial had been re- 
scheduled to start last week but 
that it has probably been de- 


Monday when Calley’s lawyers|layed since Sergeant Mitchell's 


filed suit in the U.S. District 
Court at Washington, D.C., chal- 
lenging the constitutionality of 
the court-martial. The petition 
contends military court proced- 
ures violate the U.S. Constitu- 
uon's due-process clause. 

.If the petition is denied, 


attorneys filed a petition simi-| 
lar to Calley's challenging the 
constitutionality of a court.) 
martial. | 

In any event, Kesler said, al- 
torneys for Sergeant Mitchell 
have indicated that Meadlo's 
testimony would be of minimal 


Lieutenant Calley will request a| importance in the Mitchel trial 
civilian trial by jury, according] and in all probability he would 


o reports. 
Meadilo’s appearance on the 


{not be required to honor the 
| subpoena. 
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Paul D. Meadlo, the Vietnam 
aveteran who aired the events 
surrounding the incidents at My ies 
Lai hamlet 212 years ago, may fee. 
be called as a defense witness 
win the court-marital of S. Sgt. 
David Mitchell, K 
Originally called by the prose- fas 
cution in the trial at Ft. Hood, $~ 


Í RELATED STORY ON PAGE 203. 


STex., Meadlo was asked -by 

Mitchell’s attorney, Ossie 
Brown, to appear in behalf off 
Sthe defense following the sur-# 
jprise move by the Army Tues-Bee 
day. se 
State Rep. John Kesler (D-5 
&West Terre Haute), who is rep-# 

Sresenting Meadlo, told TH 
TRIBUNE Thursday morning® 
ythat no decision has beenjars 
reached yet on allowing Meadlo 
Ato take the stand Monday. 
That decision might not have 
ito be made, Kesler said, since 
Brown is asking the judge, Col 
3George Robinson, for a directe 
verdict of acquittal, citing the 
lack of a prima facie case by® 
the prosecutor, Capt. Mitchell} 
Swain. 
Swain dropped “a bomb” on§ 
if Tuesday, when he rested his 
case after calling only three 
witnesses. Kesler said he wast; 
‘jamazed at the Army’s action, f 
Mjsince so much had been made 
to do about the My Lai case. 

3 “It (the court-martial) was 
thrown in chaos,” Kesler said. 
“Everyone was just settling 
ñ down for several weeks; we 
J thought it would take a long 
time, like other big trials.” (He 
“referred to the Charles Manson 
3 murder trial in California as 
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Continued From Page One. 


being one of the “big, long 
drawn-out” affairs). 

Kesler said Brown was caught 
off-guard, and that the defense 
was not prepared to begin its 
case until later Thursday. 

If the trial is being conducted 
Monday, chances are that Mead- 
lo will be called by Brown, if a 
central issue is settled. 

Kesler noted that Meadlo was 
to testify for the Army, but not 
if his testimony might incrim- 
inate the man who told the gris- 
ly tale to a national television] 
audience several months ago. 

“We don’t know what their 


- (Brown’s) strategy is, but we 


have to protect Paul’s rights.” 
Some Disagreement 

Brown and Kesler have a dis- 
agreement over what is incrim- 
inatory and what is not. But Col. 
Robinson apparently concurs 
with Kesler’s interpretation. \ 

“Brown said in general what 
he needs (in the way of Mead- 
lo’s testimony), but, Kesler 
added, he didn’t know “if Mead- 
lo could testify and not jeopar- 
dize his rights.” 

It might be, said Kesler, that 
Meadlo will have to give “only. 
his name, rank and serial num- 
ber ... and nothing else. | 

“He (Meadlo) thinks he can. 
contribute (to the trial), but he 
knows he might be putting a 
noose around his neck.” 

Noting that was like old- 
home week at Ft. Hood — the 
men of Company C who were in- 
volved at My Lai are being 
housed in a barracks at Ft. 
Hood and many are seeing the 
others for the first time since 
March, 1968 — Kesler said the 
men are being played one 
against the other. 


one Pol the A Realon witnesses, 
was rattling off testimony which 
the judge deemed self-incrimi- 
nating. Upon being advised of 
that and being told that the 
Army would. supply council, 
Conti refused the offer. 

Under cross - examination, 
Brown learned that Conti is be-|: 
ing given “some” immunity 
from prosecution. 

But Meadlo is no longer a wit-|i 
ness for the prosecution, and 
that may halt his testimony, 
Kesler said. 

Kesler, who returned home| 
from important business, said} 
he would fly to Ft. Hood Sun. |i 
day evening if the defense calls 
Meadlo. 
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Local Man 
Retuses 


To Testily 


By RABUN MATTHEWS 


FT. BENNING, Ga. (UPI)— 
Col. Reid W. Kennedy, the 
tough military judge hearing 
the Calley court-martial, or- 
dered a civilian taken into 
‘custody Thursday when the 
‘former soldier refused to tell 
‘what he knew concerning the 
jalleged My Lai massacre. 


“What it all boils down to is 
‘that you no longer have any 
right to refuse to testify about 
what took place at My Lai on 
March 16, 1968,” Kennedy told 
‘Paul D. Meadlo, of ‘Terre 
Haute, Ind.. former member of 
ja platoon led by 1st Lt. William 
L. Calley Jr. 

Calley is standing court- 
martial for the alleged preme- 
‘ditated murder of 102 South 
Vietnamese civilians during the 
My Lai operation. Meadlo went 
on national television in Novem- 
ber 1969 and publicly admitted 
killing South Vietnamese civi- 
lians during the sweep. 

+++ 


| 
But he pleaded the 5th 
| Amendment when first brought 
before the court Thursday, and 
(then was given a signed grant: 
iof immunity from prosecution., 
He still would not testify, 
however, and Kennedy warned: 
“If you continue to refuse, 
I'm going to refer this to the 
focal U.S. attorney for whatev- 
er action he deems necessary 
with the recommendation that 
you be prosecuted.” h 
Meadlo’s lawyer, John Kes- 
ler, also of Terre Haute, tried’ 
lto interrupt, but Kennedy cut 
ihim short and addressed him- 
self to Meadlo again, saying: 
«Pm telling you, if anybody 
goes to jail, it’s going to be you 
and not your lawyer. 
«I wouldn't want to have to 


See LT. CALLEY 


‘Community Affe 


REFUSES TO TESTIFY AT CALLEY TRIAL—Paul D. Meadlo arrives at the court martial 


building Thursday in Ft. Benning, Ga., to testify in the trial of Lt. William Calley. 
Meadlo was taken from the building a short time later by Military Police after he re- 
fused to testify. Calley is accused of killing 102 Vietnamese civilians in 1968. Meadlo was 
a member of Calley’s platoon at that time. (AP Wirepheto) 


who wears thick eye “glasses| 
and walks with a limp from a 
wound received in Vietnam, | 

“t could hardly be heard of the 
few occasions he did speak. 


ScPERENCE 


f ree Finally, Kennedy gave Mead-| 
DO NC! CIRCULATE lo 10 minutes to E further]: psa 
with his attorney, and when hej; %2 
still refused to testify, the}; ai> 4 
judge told the military police to), as | 
take him into custody. Meadlo| $4 
was led from the courtroom at } ent a 
-m 2:45 p.m. EST. a 
Asked whether Meadlo was! ` 
| f ad €y under arrest, Kennedy said; | 
| “No, he is not under arrest, but)! ae 
| Continued From Page 1 he is not free to leave the] <<» 
do anything to you to harm you|POSt.” 1 to 
in any way. but.I want you to af at fue i] fhe 
Know I wouldn't hesitate one} The Army later explained! 
ae to do it." that Meadlo was “under: oe 
rear F oE t subpoena,’ and thus under‘ kaea 
: inedy, a former paratroop- Jurisdiction of the post. | tn 
er with more than 100 jumps| A spokesman said Kennedy t 5-9 


ito his credit, spoke sternly,jacted uncer article 47 of the! 


‘peering intently at Meadlo from Code of Military Justice which } “> 


lodi oa me black _eyebrows|holds that any person refusing| 
& | ntrast so strikingly with to give evidence “which that] 


his close-cropped steel-gray 
r E j person may have been legally u 
irs File hair. : 4 nitty 
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[Calley Shot 


‘Civilians 


By RABUN MATTHEWS 

FT. BENNING, Ga. (UPI)—A 
crippled Vietnam veteran sat 
slouched in a witnebs chair 
Monday and told how he and] 
Lt. William L. Calley Jr., at| 
Calley’s direction, fired hun- 
dreds of rounds into two groups 
of Vietnamese civilians outside 
My Lai 4. 

Paul David Meadlo, 23, of 
Terre Haute, Ind., returned to 
the tiny courtroom where he 
first appeared more than a 
month ago and, after being 
assured his testimony wouldn’t 
be used against him, recounted 
the events he said he saw on 
March 16, 1968. 

Meadlo said he thought Calley 


“was doing his duty and doing f 


his job,” and told the court he 
still believed that the inhabi- 
tants of My Lai ‘‘were all Viet 
Cong or Viet Cong sympathiz- 
ers.” 

| Meadlo, who lost a foot the 
| day after the My Lai operation 
when he stepped on a land 
mine, said he and other 
members of Calley’s platoon 
entered the village and rounded 
up civilian men, women and 
children and took them to a 
clearing in the village where he 


civilians in the 
+ + 

The former private said 
Calley, on trial for his life on 
‘charges of murdering 102 
Vietnamese civilians, ‘‘came up 
to me and said you know what 
to do with them, Meadlo.” 

“I thought he meant guard 
them and that’s what I did.” 

He said he stood guard over 
the captives for 10 to 15 
minutes until Calley returned. 

“Relate what happened 
then,” said Capt. Aubrey M. 
Daniel III, the prosecutor, 

“He said, ‘How come they’re 
inot dead?’ Then, he said, ‘I 
[want ’em dead.’ 
| “He backed off 20 to 30 fect 
‘and started shooting into the 
f group of Viet Cong. 

“T was beside Lt. Calley. He 
‘told me to help shoot them. I 
helped shoot.” 

+ + + 

The people, he said, were 
“just laying, there—with blood, 
wounds in the head, stomach 
and chest.” 

“I was mortally upset .., 


35 to 40 


clearing. 


disturbed,” the,,stocky, black- f 


haired Meadlo salc&' 
“Were you cryifig?” 


met Calley. He said there were f 


a 


7/ 


preme 


argh 


“I can’t recall if I was or} 


rt ee | 


a ditch near the easternf 
boundary of the village. Hef 
testified he saw Calley at thei 
llditch and was told by him tof- 
a =e adiad take his fire team back into theff , 
not.” Other witnesses ha said} -itlage and join another pla-[ 
they saw Meadlo weeping as hejtoon. 
fined into te Soup = “Did he say anything else?” 
Meadlo said Pie he andi asked Daniel. 
others took a group of seven or) ,, ; : ; Bi 
(eight and “we went over and k i gel eae ined 
|put the group of people beside Gre ak a a aE ea ou, 
Ithe ravine” where he estimated|4'2eS'* Sale. refused. 
there were 75 to 100 civilians. 
“Did Lt. Calley say any- 
thing?” Daniel asked. 
“He said, ‘We've got another 
job to do, Meadlo.’ 
i “Lt. Calley started shoving 
Tem and shooting into the 
| ravine. 
“He ordered me to help kill} 
the Viet Cong,” Meadlo said. 
“What did you do?” 
+ + + 
“I started shoving them aud 
‘| shooting.” 
“How long did you fire?”f 
! Daniel asked. | 
“I dont know.” 


“Did. you change maga- 
zines?” 
“yestr 
“Did Lt. Calley change 


magazines?” Daniel asked. 
| “Yes,” 

“Do you 
times Lt. 
magazines?” 

“Ten to 15 times.” 

Although an M16 magazine 
holds 20 rounds when fully 
loaded, it is normally filled with 
17 or 18 rounds. 

The Calley court-martial re- 
sumed Monday after a three- 
wiweek holiday recess with 
testimony from a former 
soldier that he refused an order 
lby Calley to “finish off” 
civilians at My Lai. 
| The witness, Ronald D. C. 
T Grzesik, 26, of Holyoke, Mass., 
[said he sag a do 50 bodice inl 


recall how 
Calley 


many 
changed 
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alley Trial at Ft. Benning 
lext Stop for Paul Meadlo 


ul Meadlo and his attorney, tion with the alleged My Laicode of military justice to allow | 
: Rep. John A. Kesler (D-! massacre. 


2 Haute), returned to Terre! Kesler. after hearing testi- evens ic a Ma 2s See | 
e Thursday after spending) mony given by Meadlo’s fellow) WaT. Meadlo, now a civilan, 
first part of the week at!soldiers at Ft. Hood. said he|‘V@S discharged from service 
`t. Hood, Tex., trial of Staff| was impressed by the affection|0ns before the My Lai contro- 
David Mitchell in connec-'shown by the soldiers toward|V@™SY developed. 

with the alleged My Laij| Meadlo. “For some reason or another 
acre. “At least four of them saidj/some people feel it is within 
ile Meadlo refused to tes-jall the time Meadlo was shoot-|the realm of possibility that 
ən grounds of possible selfing he was crying,” Kesler|this section may be invoked,” 
mination, the presiding|said. “It shows how dedicated!Kesler said. “It would seem to 
> permitted the reading of alof a soldier he was. He was|me to be a tragic mistake to: 
ment Meadlo had given|only doing what he felt he was|start trying civilians who; 
v investigators shortly ‘after | ‘obligated to do. One soldier|simply followed orders of el 
as discharged from servicc.|/described him (Meadlo) as just! military superiors. It seems 
sler said Meadlo has been:a farm boy. Anything they (his|like a bad dream to me to even) 
naed to testify at the trial superior officers) told him to/think of someone like Paul to 
t. William L. Calley Jr., do, he felt he had to do.” be tried by a military tribunal 
lo’s former commanding: Kesler expressed concern|as a war criminal.” | 
r. sometime after Thanks- about the possibility of Presi-| The statement given to Army’ 
z at Fort Benning, Ga.jdent Richard M. Nixon invok-|investigators by Meadlo last 
y faces charges in connec-iing a section of the uniform|/year was read by the defense 

___.~j; at Ft. Hood Wednesday. 

In the statement, Meadlo said 
he and Calley fired into a group 
of 30 or 40 civilians after Calley, 
who had left the group in Mead- 
‘lo’s custody for a time, returned/ 
‘and asked ‘‘why we had not 


pa | killed them yet.” 
ee) | The group included women: 
c- and children, the statement 
CA said. 
‘ > z “Three or four of the women 
wg & 4 C were old with gray hair and 
S a a |could hardly walk,” it said. 
oO Ey a da CA Calley backed up 20 to 30 feet 
© m mcg Q - land began firing his M16 rifle 
3 = b eggs on full automatic “with a spray- 
3 be 4 Coa ing motion,’’ Meadlo’s state- 
2 a í F ment said. 
=, re # er “ + i 
3 = A -ü I then fired my weapon into 
` az w OY the people. We fired until all the 
> = cR Y villagers were dead,” the state- 
=p ~ - oi ment said. 
oe pe oo Later, Meadlo’s statement 
ai R3 said, he and Ronald Grzesik of 
wT i 
z > 


Continued On Page 3, Col. 2. 
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Holyoke, Mass., herded seven or! 
eight more civilians together. | 

“We planned to put them ini 
a hut and throw a grenade in 
and kill them,” the statement! 
said. 

But then he saw Calley and 
another group of about 75 civili- 
ans beside a drainage ditch out- 
side My Lai and Calley said, 
‘We've got another job to do,’” 
‘the statement related. | 

“Calley went over and pushed’, 
them—three or four civilians—! 
in and shot them as they fell,” 
the Meadlo statement said. 

“I pushed one individual into 


the ditch and killed him. Some} 


(of them got into the ditch with-: 
out being pushed. After they sati 
‘down they began crying. There! 
were some babies being carried, 
by their mothers.” 

Calley fired four or five 2-|| 
round magazines of ammunition 
into the ditch, and “I fired 22 
magazines of ammunition,” 
Meadlo’s statement said. 

With tears glistening on his 
cheeks, S. Sgt. David Mitchell 
testified today he shot no one in 
a South Vietnamese hamlet dur- 
ing an alleged massacre in 1968, 
and he saw no one shot- 

Ossie Brown, Mitchell’s law- 
yer, asked him one question: 

“Did you shoot any Viet- 
namese people ...?” 

“No, sir ...’? Mitchell inter- 
rupted. 

... ina ditch at My Lai 4 on 
March 16, 1968?” 

“No, sir, Mr. Brown, I did 
not.” 

“I tender the witness,” Brown 
said. 

Under cross-examination by 
Capt. Michael Swann, Mitchell 
said he helped gather up ap-| 
proximately 30 Vietnamese ci- 
vilians. 

He said he took the civilians 
to a ditch outside My Lai, left 
them there in the custody of 
Paul Meadlo, Terre Haute, Ind., 
and then set up a perimeter 50] 
or 60 meters beyond the ditch 
with his squad. 

Mitchell said 1st Lt. William 


iL. Calley Jr. later ordered him 


to go back into the village “to 
check it out.” 


“Did you see anybody shot 


| that day?” Swann asked. 


“No, sir, I didn’t,” Mitchell 
replied. 
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REFUSES TO TESTIFY AT MY LAI COURT oe 
3 fh 
ney, John Kesl s, IAL—Paul Meadl ft i 
after Meadlo fie pf renee Haute, leave military court at Roit Hood, kar tel 
Mitchell. to testify in the court-martial of My Lai defendant Staff Set David | 
- Davi 
AP Wirephoto, 


